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It’s  all  in  Hansard 


Hansard  is  the  name  given  throughout  the 
Commonwealth  to  the  daily  printed  record  of 
the  proceedings  of  a Parliament.  The  name 
comes  from  the  Hansard  family,  who  pub- 
lished Great  Britain’s  parliamentary  debates 
from  1812  to  1888,  but  making  parliamentary 
speeches  a matter  of  public  record  was 
William  Cobbett’s  idea.  He  was  a 19th 
century  reformer  who  published  the  first-ever 
record  of  debates  in  Britain  in  1810.  Alberta 
Hansard  has  been  published  since  1972. 

Today  we  take  it  for  granted  that  what  our 
Members  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  say  in 
the  Assembly  will  be  preserved  in  Hansard. 
But  how  do  the  spoken  words  become  part  of 
a printed  record?  Is  the  record  verbatim; 
that  is,  does  every  word  spoken  in  Alberta’s 
Legislative  Assembly  find  its  way  into  Han- 
sardl  And  how  does  the  Alberta  Hansard 
office  produce  a final,  printed  edition  of 
Hansard  in  less  than  24  hours? 

Every  Word  is  Tape  Recorded  ^ 

When  our  MLAs  make  a speech,  raise  a 1 
point  during  question  period,  or  take  part  in 
any  way  in  the  daily  proceedings  of  the  Leg- 
islative Assembly  or  its  committees,  they  talk 
into  the  microphones  on  their  desks,  which  in 
turn  are  connected  by  cable  to  the  Hansard 
office  on  the  9th  floor  of  the  Annex  building 
just  northeast  of  the  Legislature  Building. 

The  MLAs’  words  are  recorded  in  the  Han- 
sard office,  or  when  a legislative  committee 
meets  outside  the  Chamber,  a sound  engineer 
records  with  portable  equipment.  Each 
cassette  records  five  minutes  of  the  proceed- 
ings, and  additional  tapes  record  the  Assem- 
bly’s proceedings  in  half-hour  segments. 


As  soon  as  a five-minute  tape  has  been 
recorded,  it  is  turned  over  to  one  of  seven 
input  editors,  who  transcribes  it  on  a word 
processor  and  then  edits  the  text  according 
to  the  Hansard  style  manual,  removes  repe- 
titions, and  corrects  grammar.  And  if  the 
MLA  has  mentioned  any  people,  companies, 
books,  buildings,  reports,  societies,  schools, 
cities,  towns,  songs,  movies,  mountains,  and 
so  on,  the  input  editor  must  track  down 
their  exact  names  and  spellings.  Finally,  if 
parts  of  an  MLA’s  comments  have  been 
quoted  from  another  source,  the  quote  must 
be  verified. 


When  the  input  editor  has  finished  tran- 
scribing and  editing  the  five-minute  seg- 
ment, which  takes  30  to  45  minutes,  one  of 
Alberta  Hansard’s  six  copy  editors  takes 
over.  Their  work  is  divided  into  half-hour 
segments  collated  on  the  word  processor 
screen  from  six  five-minute  transcripts.  The 
copy  editor’s  job  is  to  listen  to  the  half-hour 
tape  and  double-check  it  against  the  tran- 
script, ensuring  that  it  is  edited  according  to 
Hansard  style.  They  then  perform  an  elec- 
tronic spelling  check. 


Medicine  Men  and  Moose 

Although  it  might  seem  that  copy  editors 
merely  repeat  the  work  already  done  by  the 
input  editors,  they  have  the  additional  and 
important  task  of  listening  for  words  that 
sound  alike  and  making  sure  that  the  words 
that  are  printed  are  the  words  that  were  ac- 
tually spoken.  For  example,  one  MLA’s  ref- 
erence to  a "Gallup  omnibus  poll"  was  tran- 
scribed as  a "gallop  on  the  bus  poll,"  while 
another’s  comment  about  "wildlands  moose 
management"  came  out  as  "wildlands 


Copy  editors  also  double-check  any  quota- 
tions, names,  or  spellings,  often  making  sev- 
eral phone  calls  to  libraries  or  other  sources 
to  track  down  information,  One  transcribed 
portion  of  a debate  had  an  MLA  referring  to 
"Dr.  Colin  Snake-eye."  Suspecting  that  there 
was  no  Colin  Snake-eye  practising  medicine 
in  Alberta,  the  copy  editor  telephoned  the 
member’s  office  and  discovered  that  he  had 
actually  been  talking  about  Dr.  CoUins-Nakai, 
the  president  of  the  Alberta  Medical 
Association. 

Copy  editors  make  very  few  other  changes. 
Alberta  Hansard's  editorial  policy  is  governed 
by  the  Legislative  Assembly’s  Standing 
Orders,  a rule  book  that  covers  the  Assem- 
bly’s procedures.  Under  Standing  Order  108 
copy  editors  may  correct  grammar,  spelling, 
and  obvious  slips  of  the  tongue.  They  may 
also  add  punctuation  and  delete  repetitions. 
But  they  cannot  add  words  or  rewrite  sen- 
tences, and  MLAs  may  not  add  to  a speech 
or  remove  remarks  they  wish  they  hadn’t 
said. 


The  copy  editor’s  work  takes  two  to  two 
and  a half  hours,  after  which  a second  copy 
editor  proofreads  the  entire  text  of  the  tran- 
script, this  time  without  listening  to  the 
tape,  making  sure  that  the  text  makes  sense. 
If  a word  or  phrase  or  sentence  doesn’t 
seem  to  fit,  the  proofreader  listens  to  that 
part  of  the  tape  one  more  time. 

Hansard  Printed  While  You  Sleep 

Proofreading  takes  about  an  hour,  and 
then  the  transcript  is  transferred  electron- 
ically to  another  computer  terminal  for 
typesetting.  The  typeset  text  is  then  printed 
on  a laser  printer,  and  this  printed,  or 
camera-ready,  copy  is  sent  by  cab  to  a pri- 
vate printing  firm,  which  prints  it  overnight 
and  delivers  the  final  edition  to  the  Hansard 
office  the  next  day.  Copies  are  then  sent  to 
MLAs  and  other  government  officials. 

At  this  point  Alberta  Hansard  also  be- 
comes part  of  the  public  record  so 
that  you  and  other  members  of 
the  public  may  examine  for  your- 
selves the  performance  of  your 
elected  representatives  in  the  Legislature  or 
in  committee  work.  To  make  it  easy  to  re- 
search the  thousands  of  pages  of  Hansard 
text,  the  Hansard  office  produces  an  annual 
index  and  provides  a computer  search 
service. 

The  text  is  indexed  by  subject  and  by 
MLAs’  names.  But  the  Hansard  index  can- 
not be  produced  as  quickly  as  Hansard  itself 
and  not  every  word  can  be  indexed,  so  the 
Hansard  transcripts  are  saved  on  computer. 
The  computer  can  be  used  to  find  research 
topics  or  even  individual  words.  If,  for 
example,  you  wanted  to  know  what  your 
MLA  had  said  about  a BiU  to  raise  taxes, 
you  could  check  the  Hansard  index 
(available  at  the  Legislature  Library)  under 
the  MLA’s  name,  the  Bill,  or  a subject 
reference,  such  as  "tax."  But  if  the  com- 
ments were  made  too  recently  to  be  in- 
cluded in  the  index,  the  computer  will  find 
every  reference  in  a matter  of  seconds. 


